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HISTORY    

¶ The Maple Leaf Singers (MLS) originated in 1968 with 24 members under the creative 

leadership of New Westminster couple George and Marie Gillis  

¶ In 2001, George and Marie Gillis retired after leading the group for 33 years  

¶ Since 2001, Wilson Fowlie has led the MLS as Musical Director  

¶ In 2008, the group celebrated its 40
th
 Anniversary 

¶ The MLS, currently based in Burnaby, BC, consists of over 50 men and women singing  

six-part harmony  

MISSION  

¶ The Maple Leaf Singers is a registered charity dedicated to bringing music to groups at 

minimal cost  

MUSIC STYLE 

¶ Varied repertoire of pop, jazz/blues, rock, classical, spiritual and Broadway show tunes 

¶ memorize all music 

¶ complement music with choreography, dance, and props 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE  

¶ Performs 15 to 20 concerts a year throughout the Metro Vancouver area  

¶ Entertains at community centres, churches, seniorsô homes, conventions, fundraisers, and 

other special events 

¶ Annual Spring Show comprises two performances at the end of May at Massey Theatre 

in New Westminster 

 

 

mailto:vstratton@dccnet.com
mailto:keithparker@shaw.ca


PRESS RELEASE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

The Maple Leaf Singers Rock This Town 
Dynamic show-chorus puts on 42

nd
 Annual Show  

 

BURNABY, May 1, 2010 -- Get ready to Rock This Town with The Maple Leaf Singersô 42nd 

Annual Spring Show at Massey Theatre in New Westminster. A Massey audience favourite, this 

dynamic show-chorus invites music lovers to choose Saturday, May 29, at 8:00 p.m. or Sunday, 

May 30, at 2:00 p.m. to revel in its 2010 high-energy performance, featuring classical to rock and 

ragtime to pop.  

The show highlights medleys from Gershwin, the Beatles, and Billy Joel, along with tunes from 

movies ranging from The Music Man to Spiderman! Audiences will relive ó60s classics, from 

ñSurfinô Birdò and ñI Want To Hold Your Handò to ñHe Ainôt Heavy, Heôs My Brother,ò and 

enjoy musical pearls like ñThe Lion Sleeps Tonightò and Leonard Cohenôs ñHallelujah.ò   

The Maple Leaf Singers are a unique show chorus. Musical Director Wilson Fowlie explains, 

ñWe offer more than the traditional choir presentation. We memorize all our music so that we 

can give a dynamic performance, complementing the energy of the music with choreography.ò  

The group is a registered charity dedicated to bringing music to groups at minimal cost. The 60 

members practise hundreds of hours to prepare for the 15 to 20 shows they put on each year at 

community centres, churches, seniorsô residences, fundraising events and special events all over 

Metro Vancouver.  

 

Tickets for Rock This Town can be purchased from  

The Maple Leaf Singers: 604-594-6235/604-520-3337 or email tickets@maple-leaf-singers.com  

Massey Ticket Centre: Call 604-521-5050 or email ticketing@masseytheatre.com 

General Admission $20/Seniors & Students $18  
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BACKGROUNDER  

The Maple Leaf Singers do more than sing. They perform. Their regular 

performance schedule includes over 15 shows a year. Each May they 

mount two performances of their Annual Spring Show at Massey Theatre in New Westminster.  

The Annual Spring Show features The Maple Leaf Singersô latest musical repertoire, which 

includes pop, jazz/blues, rock, classical, spiritual and Broadway show tunes, complemented by 

original choreography and costumes. The show also includes special actsðsolos, duets and 

quartetsðdeveloped especially for that performance.  

The Annual Spring Show is the lifeblood of The Maple Leaf Singersô performing schedule. As a 

registered charity, the group entertains at community centres, churches, seniorsô residences, 

fundraising events and special events all over the Lower Mainland. Funds raised by the Annual 

Spring Show enable The Maple Leaf Singers to offer no-cost or minimal-cost performances to its 

appreciative audiences. Ticket proceeds help cover ongoing costs of rehearsal location rentals, 

sound equipment, musical scores and costumes.  

The sixty members of The Maple Leaf Singers, whose ages range from 20 to 75, come from all 

parts of Metro Vancouverðfrom the North Shore to White Rock, Tsawwassen to Port 

Coquitlam, to practise over 100 hours a year for their many shows. Under the expertise of 

musical director Wilson Fowlie, the singers take their six-part harmony to as many people as 

possible, some who might not be able get to get out to enjoy live entertainment. They do it, as 

many of the members say, just to share their joy of singing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

    


